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Changes in the Disease Control Unit

To report a disease,

phone or fax the
appropriate office below:

Director

Tom Belcuore, MS
Tom_Belcuore@doh.state.fl.us
(352) 334-7902

Environmental Health
Director Paul Myers, MS
(352) 334-7931

Disease Control
Emily Wilson, R.S., MPH
(352) 334-8827

HIV/AIDS Surveillance
Rick Trachsel

(352) 334-7968

Patti Carnuccio

(352) 334-7967

We welcome Isabel Anasco, RN
who on February 23" stepped
into the Alachua County Epide-
miologist position with great
ease and grace.
cently working in the Alachua

She was re-

County Health Department clinic
as one of the supervisors. An
ambitious worker, she enjoys

HIV/AIDS Program

ANNOUNCEMENTS

-Keeping

the disease investigators role
in solving mysteries. She has
done epidemiology work in
Marion County prior to coming
to Alachua and has been a
very quick starter. Her medical
background and clinical experi-
ence add significantly to the
Disease Control Unit. Brandy

Cooler, previously of the Hepa-
titis program, will be assisting
Isabel in receiving the reports
from our health care providers.

By:Teresa Parker, Linda Barber and staff

With the Pace
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Disease Surveillance Office

HIV/AIDS Update

Tuesday, May 1, 2007 in Gainesville, Florida at the University of Florida J. Wayne Reitz Union.
Sponsored by: Florida/Caribbean AIDS Education and Training Center, Department of Health, HIV/
AIDS Program, Suwannee River Area Health Education Center, Southeastern National Tuberculosis

Epidemiology Center & Department of Corrections, Office of Health Services REGISTER ONLINE NOW http://
Isabel Anasco, R.N. faet /KWP/ $50
(352) 334-8827 www.faetc.org
Fax (352) 334-8818
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Sexually Transmitted Disease
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Alachua County Health Department (ACHD) staff actively participated in the National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day — ‘Silence is Death’, kicking off with a night testing clinic in which nearly 50 at-risk
individuals got free counseling and testing. This was followed by a town hall ‘call to action’ meeting
that was well attended by patients, providers, pastors, and elected officials; a letter-writing campaign
to support HB676, plans for a county-wide advisory board were reviewed. The Gainesville Guardian
carried a complete story. March activities will center on the ‘Black Church Week of Prayer’ and will

include participation from a variety of surrounding counties. Kudos
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Alachua County Chronic Hepatitis Program 2006 Report gy Mary Jean Linn RN, MURP

Hepatitis Program Coordinator

From January to December 2006 the Alachua County Health Department tested on average 217 persons per month through
the Hepatitis 09 program, not including the county jail program. This is a 17% increase over the average of 181 persons tested
per month in 2005, and a 40% increase over the average number tested in 2004. October 2006 was the largest number tested
through the 09 program at the health department in a month (277). This was partially due to a special evening testing clinic
that was held for National Latino Aids Awareness Day. (see trend chart).

During 2006 over 550 hepatitis B vaccines and over 400 hepatitis A vaccines were administered through the Hepatitis 09 pro-
gram. In 2006 between January and December Alachua County received reports of 57 chronic Hepatitis B cases and 355
chronic Hepatitis C cases. For a 4 year trend please see the chart.

Hepatitis 09 Program Testing at the Reported Chronic Hepatitis Cases
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The last issue of the Epi Investigator described the new hepatitis screening program at the Alachua County Jail. From May to
December of 2006 three hundred seventy inmates were screened for hepatitis by the health department. Of those tested 59 were
positive for hepatitis C. Vaccinations for hepatitis A and B were given to 92 inmates as indicated by test results. This is an ongo-
ing program at the county jail.

In January 2003 chronic hepatitis B and C were added to the list of nationally notifiable conditions. Florida statute requires that
certain conditions and diseases are reportable to the local health department, including hepatits B and C ( http://
www.doh.state.fl.us/disease_ctrl/epi/surv/lor 12 6.pdf ). Hepatitis B and C are also reportable laboratory findings ( http://
www.doh.state.fl.us/disease_ctrl/epi/surv/FinalLaboratory.pdf ).

In the United States it is estimated that 1.25 million people have chronic hepatitis B and 3.9 million have chronic hepatitis C. Flor-
ida is estimated to have over 300,000 cases of hepatitis C. The actual number of reported cases is much lower due to many per-
sons not knowing their status or not being reported.

To get more information about hepatitis vaccine and testing availability, or to schedule a testing appointment please contact the
Alachua County Health Department Hepatitis Program at 352-334-8842, http://www.doh.state.fl.us/chdalachua/epi/hepatitis.htm,
or for general information call the Florida Department of Health at 850-245-4334 http://www.doh.state.fl.us/disease ctrl/aids/hep/
index.html.

Acute Viral Hepatitis Cases Down; Hepatitis A and Hepatitis B at

Lowest Levels Ever Reported

The three most common forms of acute viral hepatitis in the United States — hepatitis A, B and C — declined dramatically between
1995 and 2005, with hepatitis A and B at the lowest levels ever recorded since the government began collecting surveillance data
more than 40 years ago, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Hepatitis B and C are diseases that
can lead to liver cancer and death.

Link to rest of article at http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/pressrel/2007/r070315.htm.
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FLORIDA REPORTABLE DI

. .. 2007 2006 2006 Disease ACtiVit)’ cont’d 2007 2006 2006
Disease ACtIVIt)’ Jan-Feb Jan-Feb Jan-Dec Jan-Feb Jan-Feb Jan-Dec
AIDS 7 7 57 Lymphogranuloma Venereum 0 0 0
Animal Bites to Humans 2 0 20 Malaria 0 0 |
Anthrax 0 0 0 Measles 0 0 0
Botulism 0 0 0 Melioidosis 0 0 0
Brucellosis 0 0 0 Meningitis (Bacterial & Mycotic) 0 3 6
Campylobacteriosis 0 7 19 Meningococcal (Neisseria Meningitidis) 0 0 |
Chancroid 0 0 0 Mercury Poisoning 0 0 0
Chlamydia trachomitis 103 216 1162 Mumps 0 0 0
Cholera 0 0 0 Neurotoxic Shellfish Poisoning 0 0 0
Ciguatera ) 0 0 0 Pertussis 3 0 I
Creutzfeldt-.Ja.koP Disease (CJD) 0 0 ! Pesticide-Related lliness or Injury 0 0 0
Cryptosp(:trlrj‘|05|s 0 I 13 Plague 0 0 0
SYCIOSPonaSIS g ?) g Poliomyelitis 0 0 0

engue . .

Diphtheria 0 0 0 PS':“‘”S'S g g g
Ehrlichiosis, human 0 0 I S be.zvel;_' 0 0 0
Encephalitis 0 0 0 avies Human
. Rabies Animal 3 0 12
Eastern Equine 0 0 0 Ricin Toxi 0 0 0
Non-arboviral 0 0 0 RIC"; lilxm cain Spotted F 0 0 |
Other arboviral 0 0 0 ocky Tountain spotted Tever
St Loui 0 0 0 Rubella 0 0 0
ol SARS 0 0
Venezuelan Equine 0 0 0
West Nile 0 0 0 Salmonellosis 5 6 84
Western Equine 0 0 0 Saxitoxin poisoning paralytic shellfish 0 0 0
E.coli 0157:H7 0 0 0 poisonings
E.coli, Other (known sero) 0 0 I Shigellosis 2 I 27
E|?si|o.n t.oxin of Clostridium perfringes 0 0 0 Smallpox 0 0 0
Giardiasis (acute) 2 ! 22 Staphylococcus aureus, Vancomycin 0 0 0
Glanders 0 0 0 .
non-susceptible
Gonorrhea 45 104 575
Granuloma Inguinale 0 0 0 Staphylococcus enterotoxin B 0 0 0
Haemophilus influenzae, inv disease 0 0 I Streptococcal Disease group A inva I 0 4
Hansen’s Disease (Leprosy) 0 0 0 Streptococcal pneumoniae invasive 4 2 20
Hantavirus infection 0 0 0 Syphilis | 4 17
Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome 0 0 0 Syphilis in pregnant women and neo- 0 0 0
:epatltls : 3 (2) 5; nates
epatitis
T
Hepatitis C 3731 319 eanus 0 0 0
Toxoplasmosis (acute) 0 0 0
Hepatitis non-A, Non B 0 0 0 Trichinosis 0 0 0
Hepatitis, Other 0 0 Tuberculosis 0 2 6
Hepatitis B surface antigen + in preg- | I 12 Tularemia 0 0 0
pregnant women or child < 24 months Typhoid Fever 0 0 0
Herpes Simplex Virus in < émo of age 0 0 0 Typhus Fever 0 0 0
HIV 4 7 31 Typhus Fever Epidemic 0 0 0
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) <12 yrs 0 0 0 Vaccinia Disease 0 0 0
Influenza Due to Novel Strains 0 0 0 Varicella 0 0
Lead Poisoning 3 0 | Vibrio Infection 0 0 2
Legionellosis 0 | 3 V. cholerae Serogroup Type Ol and 0 0 0
Leptospirosis 0 0 0 non-0l
Listeriosis 0 0 0 Viral Hemorrhagic Fever 0 0 0
. Yellow Fever 0 0 0
Lyme Disease 0 0 I

Any disease outbreak (e.g., in the community, hospital, or other institution; or foodborne or waterborne)

Any grouping or clustering of patients having similar diseases., symptoms or syndromes that may indicate the presence of a disease outbreak.
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Sexually Transmitted Diseases and their Influence on Pregnancy

By: Irena I. Garic’, STD, MPH intern

Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) are a common concern for most of the world’s population.
The population at highest risk are pregnant women, since the infection not only influences them, but also their
unborn child. The five most common problems are Chlamydia, Gonorrhea, Herpes, HIV, and Syphilis, which
are all treatable, but in case of missed treatment can lead to varying degrees of problems for both mother and

newborn.

Chlamydia is the most commonly occurring STD, which is currently on the rise. It is easily treatable
with antibiotics, which prevent negative pregnancy outcomes like stillbirth, premature delivery, low birth
weight, intrauterine growth retardation, and pneumonia or eye infection of the infant.

Gonorrhea is another common STD, but its numbers are on the decline. The treatment and possible
negative pregnancy outcomes are almost identical with Chlamydia.

Herpes is more difficult to quantify, due to the fact that it is not a reportable disease. Unlike Chlamy-
dia and Gonorrhea, it is a viral infection, which makes it impossible to cure, but the symptoms can be treated

with antiviral drugs. This virus causes sores which shed and can cause infection in the infant during delivery. To
prevent possible problems like fever, pulmonary disease, seizures, or even death, caesarian sections are the

preferred mode of delivery in patients with an active outbreak.
HIV is a big problem, especially in Florida, with its numbers at a slow increase. Treatment options

have improved dramatically over the last 20 years, and the correct dosage and rigorous compliance can prevent
transmission from mother to child in most cases. A big caveat for HIV positive mothers is breastfeeding, since

it can easily transmit the virus to the infant.

Syphilis used to be a serious problem all over the world, until the discovery of Penicillin, which nowa-
days almost eradicated the disease. Treatment for possible infections is very crucial, since it can lead to still-
birth, low birth weight, preterm delivery, as well as mental and growth retardation.

Outside of sexual abstinence, monogamous relationships with uninfected partners are the only sure
ways to prevent transmission of STDs. Correct and consistent use of condoms can reduce the risk drastically,
but it does not guarantee absolute protection.

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

HEALT

Alachua

Alachua County

Health Department
Epidemiology Dept.
224 SE 24th Street

Gainesville, FL
32641
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